:

Horizons Regional Council



Private Bag 11025



Manawatu Mail Centre



Palmerston North 4442



Attn: Michelle Tucker



Michelle.tucker@horizons.govt.nz ;



Consent.submissions@horizons.govt.nz
c.c.

Manawatu District Council



C/- MWH New Zealand Ltd



PO Box 2033



Palmerston North 4440



Attention Ian Rowden



Ian.d.rowden@mwhglobal.com
From:

Taiao Raukawa – Environmental Resource Unit



C/- 17 Manuka St



Otaki Beach 5512



Ph 06 364 0222



Email shargardiner@vodafone.co.nz
Date:

13th January 2010

Subject:
Submission to Resource Consent Applications by Manawatu District Council (Feilding Sewage Treatment Plant at 241 Kawakawa Road, Feilding)

We oppose RCA’s 105050, 105051, 105052 105053 and 105054.

Reasons

1. Taiao Raukawa – Environmental Resource Unit is the representative body for the Iwi of Ngāti Raukawa-ki-te-tonga which comprises of 24 Hapū, on environmental and cultural landscape matters.  We are responsible for undertaking processes to achieve sustainable environmental management of the natural and ancestral taonga of Ngāti Raukawa which includes resource consent applications that affect Iwi.  The Ōroua River is a natural ancestral taonga of Ngāti Raukawa/ Ngati Kauwhata.

2. Taiao Raukawa continues to advocate for the consistent and traditional views of Ngāti Raukawa regarding “Wai”, (water). We are opposed to any discharges entering into our fresh and salt-water bodies and systems that alters in anyway the “mauri”, (life essence) of that particular river, stream, swamp, spring, lake, lagoon, estuary, harbour, and coastal regions.  We are therefore opposed to any further consents for human effluent – sewage and stormwater entering into the Ōroua river.

3. We are also aware that the Feilding Sewage Treatment Plant has been running on “interim” consent permits since 2001 because their effluent discharge consent expired in 2001.  We would like to know why it has taken almost 9 years to process this consent.  Does this mean that the 9 years is included in the years that the applicant is seeking?  Or does the applicant get another further 19 years added on top of the 9 years this particular consent has taken to process? 

4. We are also aware that the end of the pipeline was destroyed in the 2004 flood and that for 6 years treated waste-water has been flowing in an open drain along the bank.  We find this unacceptable and would like to know why this situation has been allowed to occur?
Conclusion

Taiao Raukawa opposes the above Resource Consent Applications on cultural and ecological grounds.  We represent and support all Hapū of Ngāti Raukawa including te hau kainga – Ngati Kauwhata on these matters.

We therefore request that:

1. These applications are declined.

2. A fully land-based sewage treatment plant is implemented which is environmentally sustainable.

We wish to be heard in support of our submission and reserve the right to supply support speakers.  We would be prepared to consider presenting a joint case to support others making similar submissions.
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Dennis Emery

Project Manager

Taiao Raukawa Environmental Resource Unit
Date:  13.1.10

Shar Gardiner

Project Administrator

Taiao Raukawa Environmental Resource Unit
Signed:

Date:  13.1.10
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