Memo:


Te Whakahoutanga Komiti and





Te Runanga Whaiti Board and FIC
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From:

Dennis Emery – Project Manager

Date:

Thursday 31st March 2011.

SUBJECT:
QUARTERLY REPORT No.6.

__________________________________________________________________________________

Period in review:

This is the sixth quarterly update to Te Runanga Whaiti, and covers the period from 1st January – 31st March 2011. This report continues to inform and highlight the different projects and activities of Taiao Raukawa Environmental Resource Trust and Unit. Any feedback or comments from respective Runanga Whaiti delegates would be appreciated.

Manawatu River Action Plans:

Ngati Raukawa-ki-te Tonga – via Te Runanga O Raukawa and Taiao Raukawa environmental unit continue to be heavily involved in the discussions and workshops aimed at “restoring te mauri o te Awa Manawatü by improving the water quality from the headwaters in Hawkes Bay to the estuary  at Foxton beach”.

Draft action plans from several interested parties including Fish & Game, Horizons MW, Federated Farmers, Fonterra, Iwi, DOC, WECA, SORT, local LTA’s are being constructed now, and are due for release for public consultation and comment by mid April 2011. Many hapu o Ngati Raukawa continue to express concerns about the river and join the growing chorus for specialist research to be conducted on the river itself. 

Taiao Raukawa Trust recommends either directly addressing hapu delegates at Runanga Whaiti level or at specially convened hui-a-iwi to inform our whanau and hapu members of these plans and their developments. It is very important for the Trust to receive feedback and comment from whanau and hapu members when the Manawatu River Action Plan is publicly released.

In the meantime – the next Manawatü Leaders Accord Hui has been called for Friday 15th April 2011 at the Manawatu Golf Club starting at 10.am. It is anticipated that the action plans will be endorsed for public release and consultation, and to invite their collective comments and suggestions. Attendees from Te Runanga o Raukawa and Taiao Raukawa Trust at the Accord Hui will be Te Waari Carkeek - Tumuaki and Dennis Emery – Project Manager as Dr. Huhana Smith is overseas until 9 May 2011. Other hapu - Iwi leaders who have been involved will also attend this meeting.]

Integrated Freshwater Solutions – (IFS research project) :

In relation to the Manawatu River research and action plans, the Trust continues to work with Ngati Kauwhata and Michael Cribb on the IFS project.  A small group selected from all Iwi involved have been preparing draft action plans for the Manawatu River Leaders Accord, with the assistance from Heikle Schiele of Ecological Economics Research New Zealand (EERNZ) based at Massey University.

As advised above, the team have contributed to the final draft documents. Taiao Raukawa is mindful that special consultative Hui with all hapu O Ngati Raukawa is vital – in order to gain support and advice from the wider Iwi community into the final action plan for the River.

In addition, Robyn Hapi – Chair of the Save our River Trust – (SORT) at Foxton township has requested Taiao Raukawa’s availability to attend their next monthly meeting in Foxton, to give an update on progress with respect to the Manawatu River. We have agreed to accept this invitation and attend.

Please also note that the Trust has been made aware of a “mining application from Grey Wolf Mining Company - Australia” for the Manawatu River, and further investigations are underway into this matter. Other current resource consent applications with iwi/hapu are:  

· Whirokino Irrigation proposal, Foxton.

· 22 Hickford Road, Foxton

· 21 Emma Drive, Waikawa Beach subdivision proposal, Waikawa.

Manaaki Taha Moana: Enhancing Coastal Ecosystems for Iwi and Hapü Research Programme – (MTM).

The Research Management Group (RMG) are detailing the case studies for the Horowhenua coastline with a range of capacity building ideas and activities for all kaitiaki involved in this research endeavour. The team from Cawthron, Waka Digital, Massey and the MTM research team are working on databases and digital library and uploading documents to the website. This relates to information, reports, papers etc in the public domain about key waterways, wetlands, dune lakes, shellfish and biodiversity, research projects by Maori researchers, and also relevant Maori Land Court Minutes in the case study region. The MTM Research leader will also write up the Hikoi approach as a research methodology, whilst others in the team are analysing the socio-economic drivers for the coast. 

Some of the ideas for case studies include understanding the influence of water quality on shellfish; shellfish monitoring; the impact of Manawatu River plumes on these surf zones down the coast, event sampling after floods; and subsurface flows from wetlands. We are endeavouring to cover streams, rivers, wetlands, lakes and surf zones and use our teams and resources well. From midyear Kaitiaki will be more active participants in the monitoring, water and shellfish sampling collection, training and capacity building. Stay tuned for more updates here.

We have a certain amount of money in the Cawthron and Massey funds so each case study will be tailored with funds carefully allocated. We are also looking to fund more activities through TPK in 2011; Te Ohu Kai moana/ E Fish Waka Digital in 2011; DHB 2011; Todd Foundation 2011 and Nga Pae o Te Maramatanga Feb 2012. We are looking at holistic human health and environmental wellbeing matters and includes what our mahinga mataitai were like from our kaumatua and key resource gatherers, talking about their perspectives and experiences, what has become of the ecosystems and what we can do to alleviate their decline issues. This builds on important oral archive research work by Ngati Pareraukawa kaitiaki, amongst others. When all case studies are clearer we will send out to kaitiaki for comment. 

Hikoi -Ohau to Hokio 19-20 February 2011 Waiorongomai to Kuku Beach 12-13 March 2011: 
On 12-13 February we completed the walk of the case study from Ohau River to Hokio. This was another successful venture or walking talking hui in perfect weather where the group walked to Waiorongomai, Kahuwera, Waikawa, Pekapeka Taratoa Ahuwhenua Trust sand blow, overviewed the Ransfield Corporation and related whanau wetlands from the top of dunes, then walked down through Te Hakari Dune wetland. We noted the severe water health issues facing Waiwiri Stream. This will be an important project. Huge thanks are extended to Rupene Waaka, Rawiri Rikihana, Rolly Raureti and Marita Laurensen for their insights and knowledge. 

Aroha Spinks is leading Waiorongomai project with the Trustees and kaitiaki. Tipene Hoskins is leading the oral archiving and audio-visual work. Paul Ransfield is leading the Wiki component as part of this team. Moira Poutama will also be organising the next review of landscape Architecture student ideas with a hui to be held at Tukorehe marae, dates TBC.  For more info on hui contact goneeeling@yahoo.co.nz, MOB: 021 922 161, TEL: 06 362 6735. We are also collaborating with all other entities who have environmental or conservation interests.

Noho Marae 12-13 March 2011: Thanks to Ngati Kapumanawawhiti for hosting and sharing important knowledge and histories of the marae and its place in Otaki, especially through the flagstaff ceremony on Saturday 12 March 2011 and through informal talks held that evening with Rupene Waaka and Rawiri Rikihana. The students and staff from Victoria University’s School of Architecture and Design were significantly humbled by the overall experience whilst staying at Te Pou o Tainui. These 4th year students are working on the MTM project providing landscape architecture ideas and visuals for their LAND 411 paper. All course material they produce will be gifted back to iwi and hapu at the end of the semester.

Coastal Iwi Forum with DOC:

Ngati Raukawa has been attending these DOC facilitated Hui in Palmerston North recently. Initially, the regional Manager Jason Roxburgh took the opportunity to inform Iwi of the internal governmental restructuring that has taken place recently. There have been massive changes to the current boundaries under which DOC operate. Other Iwi present include: Ngati Apa, Rangitaane, Muaupoko and Ngati Raukawa.

The benefits for whanau and hapu O Ngati Raukawa is that DOC has to consult with Iwi on any changes or improvements that the Government propose, and seek Iwi views on such matters as biodiversity, environmental and conservation changes within our tribal rohe. Ngati Raukawa has the opportunity to raise concerns for cultural and environmental status, work collaboratively with DOC, re-establish protocols and procedures such a marine or mammal stranding on our beaches, and any removal of native flora and fauna through erosion or human malpractice.  

On the day of the last Hui in March 2011, a single juvenile whale - initially thought to be a Gray’s Beaked Whale - stranded and died between the Ohau and Waikawa Rivers. Taiao Raukawa Trust immediately made contact with hapu and iwi members of Ngati Wehi Wehi and Ngati Tukorehe, and also with Justin Tamihana – our trained whale bone extractor.  Key whanaunga gathered to offer protection and karakia for this tamaiti o Tangaroa, before it was sent to Te Papa’s Marine Mammals Collection Manager, Anton van Helden.

Anton determined that it was actually a rarer beaked whale species - an immature male strap-tooth whale (Mesoplodon layardii). Little is known about this species, but it is thought to be limited to the cold temperate waters of the Southern Hemisphere (based on stranding locations). The seasonality of strandings suggests that this species may migrate. It was determined that this young Tohora be returned to the Okaka sand dune ridgeline and buried in accordance with tikanga Maori by our whanau from Ngati Wehi Wehi.
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This rare strap-tooth whale stranded at Waikawa Beach in March 2011. Photo courtesy of Horowhenua District Council.

Customary Fisheries Sub-Committee:

In conjunction with MTM research, the coastal Iwi forum, proposed mining of our inshore and off-shore areas, Taiao Raukawa would like to meet with the Customary Fisheries sub-committee in the very near future. The purpose would be to strategies further on how best that we can deal with matters pertaining to Tangaroa, tribal coastline and our foreshore and seabed. We have been in discussions with Rawiri Richmond – Pou Hononga for MFish and Te Taihauauru region, and are looking forward to our time together.
Marae and Whanau activities:

Taiao Raukawa is pleased to advise that a number of projects and schemes involving whanau and hapu members in the coming months. They include training wananga for kaitiaki; wetlands at Silver Fern Farms in Shannon, Project Omarupapako – Rounds Bush, a number of awa and streams from Hokio Beach southwards for research etc, Oroua river project and future work in  Te Reu Reu rohe.

We will keep you informed of progress!
Website: 

Taiao Raukawa Trust continues to receive excellent feedback about its current website!

Each quarterly report has included a section on the website as we continue to promote its usage amongst tribal members both within Aotearoa and overseas. The website continues to be updated by our web site manager and the Trust is very pleased with the process that is followed for updating. A SWOT analysis report has been produced for the Trustees, and they will be considering ways of making the website more users friendly and relevant for our whanau and hapu members. 
If Runanga Whaiti delegates have any positive comments or feedback, please feel free to contact us, and we would be happy to incorporate those suggestions made. 
Rangitikei River – Taihape Enquiry area:

We can advise that the “approved provider application” to Crown Forestry Rental Trust (CFRT) for key research work on the Rangitikei River has moved further. The final decision from the funder is due in mid-May 2011 and we will keep you informed! 

Other activities - funding:

Taiao Raukawa Trust has completed a number of funding applications to support not only the Trust internal operations, but also a number of complementary projects of benefit to whanau and hapu members of Ngati Raukawa. In report No.5, the Trust advised that it was seeking extensions to the current research projects, GIS and GPS mapping projects that link with MTM and other research work, wananga and environmental training workshops for kaitiaki and the retention of matauranga Maori knowledge within Ngati Raukawa tribal rohe. 

The Trust has also made a formal application to Te Whakahoutanga, Te Runanga Whaiti and Finance and Investment committee for residual funding that was allocated in the original feasibility study completed by Tuia Services Ltd in 2007. We are currently awaiting a response from them and the General Manager.
Conclusion
Happy to answer any queries – but again – please check out the website on www.taiaoraukawa.co.nz  and also www.mtm.ac.nz
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