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Manaaki Tuna is a group of Massey University academics and other teachers and researchers who have joined forces to address the plight of the tuna – the long-finned eel. The group supports the call for a moratorium on the commercial harvest of the tuna initiated by freshwater ecologist, Dr Mike Joy, and will look at ways to link ecosystem science and matauranga Maori perspectives with community management approaches required to protect the species

The group has extensive experience in fisheries science, environmental policy and law, Maori cultural perspectives on the environment, Matauranga Maori, community based research and engagement, mediation, and co-management initiatives.

The group recognizes the importance of tuna in Maori cultural traditions, and the need to work collaboratively with iwi and hapu on protection and recovery measures under the umbrella of a Treaty based framework. It sees the plight of the tuna as a part of a wider crisis of science, policy and governance in freshwater and fisheries management that will require new initiatives where Maori, community groups, environmental NGO’s and fishery managers can work together to develop local responses that can protect and restore the species. 

The name of the group ‘Manaaki Tuna’ was suggested by Tai Black, Professor in Massey’s Maori Studies department. The group’s members, their departments and specializations include the following:

Dr Mike Joy, Ecology, freshwater ecologist

Dr Russell Death, Ecology, freshwater ecologist

Dr Christine Cheyne, Resource & Environmental Planning, local government policy

April Bennett, Ngati Tuwharetoa, doctoral candidate, Resource & Environmental Planning, Maori perspectives on water management

Dr Marjan van den Belt, Director NZ Centre of Ecological Economics, community based conflict resolution initiatives

Vicky Forgie, ecological economist, NZ Centre of Ecological Economics, locally based participatory approaches

Peter Horsley, formerly Resource & Environmental Planning, environmental law and policy, collaborative management initiatives

Caleb Royal, Te Wananga o Raukawa, Otaki, Kaitiakitanga Pūtaiao,
Matauranga Maori and tuna 

Pataka Moore, Te Wananga o Raukawa, Otaki, Kaitiakitanga Pūtaiao,
Matauranga Maori and tuna 

Mary Campbell, retired secondary school biology, science and environmental science teacher, conservationist 

Kā tika kia whakaaratia tēnei roopu rangahau me ana here, heimanaaki, tiaki i tēnei taonga nui te rangatira kararehe nei te tuna.  He kāinga kōrero te tuna, ā-oranga mātauranga, ā-oranga tinana, ā-oranga wairua.  Ko tō rātau kāinga ko ngā puna awa o Papatūānuku.  Waihoki tātau kei wareware ki te tiaki i ngā tamariki a Papatūānuku.
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