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 January14th   2010

Tenei matou o Manaaki Tuna e tuku atu nga mihi.

In May of this year a call went out from Massey University freshwater ecologist and senior lecturer, Dr Mike Joy, asking for support in mounting a petition calling on the Minister of Fisheries, Hon Phil Heatly,  to place a rahui or moratorium on commercial harvesting of the threatened endemic longfin eel (Tuna).
The support received from Iwi* and NGO environmental groups** was sufficient to  convince Forest and Bird to join with us in setting up the petition. 
The commercial eel fishery employs very few people, but it is putting pressure on a tuna population already reduced by habitat loss and degradation. For further information of the plight of the tuna you can refer to our press release at :
http://www.forestandbird.org.nz/what-we-do/publications/media-releases/groups-join-forces-save-the-longfin-eel 
If we are to achieve the long term survival of the Tuna we need to be able to show the Minister of fisheries that we have widespread support from Iwi. If you support this rahui, would you please send us a letter or email stating your Iwi or hapu’s support?

We also now need as many individual people as possible to sign the petition. This letter is to ask you if you could promote the petition within your group/iwi/hapu . This can be done either by printing and circulating the attached petition form and sending the completed forms to:

Manaaki Tuna Petition

1501 Mangapoike Rd

RD6, Wairoa 4196

Or by signing the petition on 

http://www.forestandbird.org.nz/saving-our-environment/freshwater-/lifeline-longfins  

Na matou o Manaaki Tuna
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Mary Campbell (for Manaaki Tuna )
 

*
Ngai Tahu-Mamoe Fisher People

Ngati Pareraukawa (hapu)

Owhaoko B&D Trust

Te Hinaki nui o Kapiti

Te Maru o Ruahine Trust

Te Runanga o Waihao Native Fish Committee

TTOH (Te Taiwhenua o Heretaunga ?) Kahungunu

Waihao/Wainono Water Users Society

Waikato-Tainui

Wairoa-Waikaremoana Maori Trust Board

Waitaha Taiwhenua o Waitaki Trust Board

** 
Manaaki Tuna’ (the Massey University Tuna Research and Restoration group)
Forest & Bird
Greenpeace 

Environment and Conservation Organizations (ECO) 
Environmental Network Manawatu  
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